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elevation, took occasion to be very bellicose about Papal
treatment of Germany. "His Holiness observes neither
the decrees of the Council of Constance, nor of Basilea,
nor the agreements of His predecessors, but sets the Ger-
man nation at naught/' he said. "Our elections of bishops
arbitrarily are annulled. Reservations are made in favour
of cardinals and papal secretaries. You yourself have a
general reservation of benefices in the provinces of Mainz,
Trier, and Koln, to the value of two thousand ducats per
annum—an unprecedented and unheard-of grant. Annates
rigorously are exacted, grants of expectancies habitually
are given, and his Holiness is not content with His due,
Bishoprics are not given to the most worthy, but to th«
highest bidder. Fresh tithes are imposed without the con*
sent of our bishops, and are paid to the Pope. In every way
Germany, once so glorious, is used as a handmaid. For
years she has groaned in slavery. Now her nobles think
that the time has come to make her free/5
This letter1 reads like a genuine cry of distress. The Car-
dinal of Siena was an adept at dealing with such dishonesty
as this, which would deceive one less expert. He could read
between the lines; and he knew this Chancellor Mayr. He
began by asserting Papal Supremacy, and rejecting the
decrees of the schismatic Council of Basilea. He agreed that
the Concordat of the Lord Eugenius P.P. IV should be
observed. He said that the Lord Calixtus P.P. Ill was will-
ing to redress grievances, if the Electors would send envoys
to lay them before Him in proper form. So far, nothing
could be more satisfactory; and then the Cardinal of Siena
got to work. Papal interference with elections, he said, was
purely judicial intervention, due to the ambition and greed
of claimants, not to papal rapacity. If any payments had
been made by would-be bishops to bribe officials of the
curia, the said would-be bishops just could not blame His
Holiness, but their own ambition, which would do anything
for its own aggrandisement. Men were not more angelic

